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National Health Center Week, celebrating federally funded community health
centers, is honored in a Presidential Proclamation from President Biden.

BETHESDA, MD—The White House has issued a Presidential Proclamation honoring National

Health Center Week 2023 (NHCW). The national celebration runs August 6 through the 12t
and includes a host of events that highlight Community Health Centers’ record of success and
their longstanding bipartisan support.

“Every year, our Nation’s nearly 1,400 federally funded community health centers provide
critical, accessible, and affordable medical, dental, and behavioral health care to over 30 million
Americans,” states the Proclamation, signed by President Joe Biden. “Spread across every State
and territory, these vital health care centers help make real the promise that health care in this
country should be a right, not a privilege. During National Health Center Week, we celebrate
their dedicated staff and recommit to providing the resources these vital centers need to
continue protecting the well-being of the American people.”

“Time and again, evidence reveals that health centers make a powerful difference in the
communities they serve. During the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, community health
centers distributed over 20 million vaccines — nearly 70 percent of which went to people of
color and more than 20 percent to those who lived in rural areas. In these ways, they help
bridge a critical gap in access to lifesaving prevention and treatment. And because of their
patient-majority governing board structure, health centers ensure that their mission and
decision-making are informed not only by medical experts but, principally, by the people they
serve.... These investments are a matter of human dignity and fairness. When we fail to invest
in the health outcomes of some communities, we all suffer. But when we take the necessary
actions to improve care in every zip code, we are all better for it.”

Read the full text of the White House Proclamation here.

NHCW officially kicks off this week, with more than 800 events scheduled across the country,
including visits by bipartisan Members of Congress to health centers in their districts. The
Colorado Coalition for the Homeless, home to Federally Qualified Health Centers designated for
the specialized health needs of adults and children experiencing or at-risk of homelessness, will
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be celebrating with events that honor the hundreds of our staff who serve over 15,000 adults
and children each year with compassionate, kind, and professional medical care. At Stout Street
Health Center, the largest and most comprehensive program which is centrally located
downtown, we offer medical and behavioral health care, substance use treatment, dental,
vision, and pharmacy services all in one building to reduce as many barriers as possible for our
patients and to address mental health conditions, substance use disorders, life stressors, and
chronic disease, among others.

Learn more about National Health Center Week by visiting HealthCenterWeek.org.

About Colorado Coalition for the Homeless:

The mission of the Colorado Coalition for the Homeless is to work collaboratively toward the prevention of
homelessness and the creation of lasting solutions for people experiencing and at-risk of homelessness throughout
Colorado. The Coalition advocates for and provides a continuum of housing and a variety of services to improve the
health, well-being and stability of those it serves. Since its founding, the organization has earned state and national
recognition for its integrated healthcare, housing and service programs. The Coalition’s comprehensive approach
addresses the causes of homelessness, as well as the consequences, offering critical assistance to over 22,000
individuals and families each year. Learn more at www.coloradocoalition.org.
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